
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Marine Inspection Office in accordance with 
Code of Federal Regulations Title 33 Subpart 64.10-1. 
(u) Operations during High Water and Floods in Designated 
Vulnerable Areas.  Vessels operating on these waters during 
periods when river stages exceed the level of "ordinary high 
water", as designated on Corps of Engineers' navigation charts, 
shall exercise reasonable care to minimize the effect of their bow  
waves and propeller washes on river banks; submerged structures 
or habitations; terrestrial growth such as trees and bushes; and 
manmade amenities that may be present.  Vessels shall operate 
carefully when passing close to levees and other flood protection 
works, and shall observe minimum distance from banks which may 
be prescribe from time to time in Notices to Navigation Interests.  
Pilots should exercise particular care not to direct propeller wash at 
river banks, levees, revetments, structures or other appurtenances 
subject to damage from wave action. 
      (v) Navigation Lights for Use at All Locks and Dams. 
      (1) At locks at all fixed dams and at locks at all movable dams 
when the dams are up so that there is no navigable pass through  
the dam, the following navigation lights will be displayed during 
hours of darkness. 
      (a) Three green lights visible through an arc of 360º arranged 
in a vertical line on the upstream end of the river (guard) wall 
unless the intermediate wall extends farther upstream.  In the 
latter case, the lights will be placed on the upstream end of the 
intermediate wall. 
      (b) Two green lights visible through an arc of 360º arranged in  
a vertical line on the downstream end of the river (guard) wall 
unless the intermediate wall extends farther downstream.  In the  
latter case, the lights will be placed on the downstream end of the 
intermediate wall. 
      (c) A single red light, visible through an arc of 360º on each 
end (upstream and downstream) of the land (guide) wall. 
      (2) At movable dams when the dam has been lowered or 
partly lowered so that there is an unobstructed navigable pass 
through the dam, the navigation lights indicated in the following 
paragraphs will be displayed during hours of darkness until lock  
walls and weir piers are awash. 
      (a) Three red lights visible through an arc of 360º arranged in a 
vertical line on the upstream end of the river (guard) wall. 
      (b) Two red lights visible through an arc of 360º arranged in a 
vertical line on the downstream end of the river (guard) wall. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      (c) A single red light visible through an arc of 360º on each 
end (upstream and downstream) of the land (guide) wall. 
      (3) After lock walls and weir piers are awash they will be 
marked as prescribed in paragraph (x) below. 
      (4) If one or more bear traps or weirs are open or partially 
open, and may cause a set in current conditions at the upper 
approach to the locks, this fact will be indicated by displaying a 
white circular disk 5 feet in diameter, on or near the light support 
on the upstream end of the land (guide) wall during the hours of 
daylight, and will be indicated during hours of darkness by 
displaying a white (amber) light vertically under and 5 feet below 
the red light on the upstream end of the land (guide) wall. 
      (x) Buoys at Moveable Dams. 
      (1) Whenever the river (guard) wall of the lock and any portion 
of the dam are awash, and until covered by a depth of water equal 
to the project depth, the limits of the navigable pass through the 
dam will be marked by buoys located at the upstream and 
downstream ends of the river (guard) wall, and by a single buoy 
over the end or ends of the portion or portions of the dam adjacent 
to the navigable pass over which project depth is not available.  A 
red nun-type buoy will be used for such structures located on the 
left-hand side (facing downstream) of the river and a green can-
type buoy for such structures located on the right-hand side.  
Buoys will be lighted, if practicable. 
      (2) Where powerhouses or other substantial structures 
projecting considerably above the level of the lock wall are located 
on the river (guard) wall, a single red light located on top of one of  
these structures may be used instead of river wall buoys prescribed 
above until these structures are awash, after which they will be  
marked by a buoy of appropriate type and color (red nun or green  
can buoy) until covered by a depth of water equal to the project 
depth.  Buoys will be lighted, if practicable. 
    (y) Vessels to Carry Regulations.  A copy of these regulations 
shall be kept at all times on board each vessel regularly engaged in 
navigating the rivers to which these regulations apply.  Copies may 
be obtained from any lock office or District Engineer's office on 
request.  Masters of such vessels are encouraged to have on board  
copies of the current edition of appropriate navigation charts. 
 
 
    NOTE:  These regulations are those in effect 31 July 1975. 
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